SOUTHERN REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY

3 BRUMALIA ROAD, MANDEVILLE, MANCHESTER, JAMAICA W1
TEL.: (876) 625-0612-3, 962-9491 or 962-8232 | FAX: (876) 962-8233 | WWW.SRHA.GOV.JM

devill ional ital
2 e hnie PRESS RELEASE
Mandeville

facessss | March 8, 2017
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

May Pen Hospital
1 Muirhead Avenue
May Pen

Ph:  986-2526/7708/6938 Re-establish Marriages and Nuclear Families to Transform
Communities...RegionalTechnical Director

Black River Hospital
45 High Street
Black River

o Saaarar Regional Technical Director of the Southern Regional Health Authority

Fe sgEat (SRHA), Dr. Michael Coombs is calling for the re-establishment of

Percy duor Hopial marriages and nuclegr families, which he said must p_e dpne as a matter
Clrendon of urgency, for sustained transformation of communities in Jamaica and
Fax: 964-1548 the Caribbean.

Lionel Town Hospital

3[;?:@;,;;;3;‘:5 Dr. Coombs expressed the view in his keynote address to the 18th Annual
el Fathers and Families Conference on February 28 in California, USA, which

was organized by the Fathers and Families Coalition of America.

Chapelton Hospital

Chapelton P.O.

P Sa7.2215 Dr. Coombs, who'is also the Founder and Chair of the National

arehester Health Dot Association for the Family (NAF)shared compelling evidence to support

Race Course R the call tostrengthen weakened family structures noting that the

i 952228877033 evidence included thelink suggested by research, between fractured,

Fax: 962-2171 unstable families and the high levels of crime and violence, including

Clarendon Health Dept. violence against women and children, being experienced in Jamaica.

1 Muirhead Avenue

May Pen

o 0360713 "With a homicide rate of 50 per 100,000 population, a 40 percent decline

. Sttt Hoalth Dot in marriages between 2005 t0 2015, along with a 70 percent increase in

High Syt divorce ratesbetween 2005102010, thereis a undoubtedlink to the fact

Ph: 96601745 that almost nine out of ten birthsin Jamaica are to unmarried mothers,
one of the highest out-of-wedlock birth ratesin the world" Dr. Coombs
said.

Dr. Coombs added that that based on this evidence, without a sustained,
comprehensive National Programme, supported by requisite legislation
and policies related to every aspect of the natural family, but in particular
tore-establishing parental marriacge and addressing the varying degrees
of fatherlessness, the odds will be sharply stacked against success in the
achievement of peace, health and prosperity in the communities and the
society at large.

(more)
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"While policing and social interventions are undoubtedly important in
addressing community violence, poverty and pressing public health
challenges in the short term; from compelling research-generated
evidence, re-establishing parental marriage and the nuclear family,
beginning with the provision of needed support for fathers and educating
fathers-to-be, is arguably the most urgent need if thereis to be sustained
transformation of communities and the nation" Dr. Coombs said.

He told the audience that if the intergenerational cycles of crime and
violence, including violence against women and children, teen
pregnancies, sexual abuse, gang membership and in particular the plight
of males, are tobe broken, interventions targeting young men are most
urgently needed.

Dr. Coombs informed the conference that inresponse, the Ministry of
Health and the SRHA in partnership with the NAF, the Ministry of Education
and Youth, the church and other partners, haveimplemented the
initiative ‘Man Up Jamaica — A call toHealthy, Responsible Manhood’,
targeting young males 12-25 years, and which is being piloted in south-
central Jamaica.

He explained that theinterventionis a part of the wider initiative, ‘Good

Health Begins at Home’, also initiated by the SRHA, and aims to educate

and empower young men about theimportance of theirrole as husbands

and fathers, commitment to family, responsibility in sexual conduct, self

development and the need to treat females with respect and love.
(more)
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Picture 2

Dr. Coombs engages a group of youths at arecent 'Man-Up' Retreat for
males in Manchester.
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For more information contact:
Latoya Laylor Brown

Public Relations & Advocacy Officer
Southern Regional Health Authority
Tel: 962-8232/779-2663

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm
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